
 

 

CONFERENCE AGENDA 



 

 
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
 

Registration Lalibela Prefunction I-II 

9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Welcome, Introduction and Conference Overview 
 
Fikremarkos Merso Birhanu, Faculty of Law, Addis Ababa University 
Sheldon Krantz, Partner, DLA Piper 
 

Lalibela Salon I-II 

9:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 
 

Coffee Break Lalibela Prefunction I-II 

9:45 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
 

Concurrent Sessions  

 World Trade Organization 
This session will review of the status of Ethiopia’s accession to the 
World Trade Organization treaty and the importance of accession to 
economic development. 
 
Fikremarkos Merso, Faculty of Law, Addis Ababa University 
Jovan Jekic, Chief of Party, USAID WTO Accession Project, Serbia 
Wondwossen Shiwareged, USAID WTO Accession Project, Ethiopia 
Shelton Krantz, Partner, DLA Piper (Moderator) 
 

Lalibela Salon I-II 
 

 Dispute Resolution in the Promotion of Economic 
Development 
Successful economic development requires stable legal systems 
through which both domestic and international disputes may be 
consistently resolved. The panel will discuss the current status of 
dispute resolution, best practices, possible reforms and how the 
dispute resolution process can promote economic development. 
 
Tsehai Tadesse, Vice President, Federal Supreme Court 
Zekarias Keneaa Tesgera, Faculty of Law, Addis Ababa University 
Haregewein Ashenafi, Ethiopian Arbitration & Conciliation Center 
James P. Duffy IV, DLA Piper (Moderator) 
 

Lalibela Salon III (A-C) 

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

Concurrent Sessions  

 
 

Microfinance: Financing for Entrepreneurs 
Microfinance can usefully promote economic development, 
particularly in more rural areas of Ethiopia. This panel will discuss 
the current status of microfinancing activities in Ethiopia and 
throughout Africa, analyze legal reforms that may be warranted to 
encourage expansion of microlending activity and consider ways 
to improve the outreach of microfinance organizations. 
 
Gebrehiwot Ageba, Faculty of Business and Economics,  
    Addis Ababa University 
Getaneh Gobezie, Amhara Credit and Savings Institution  
April Rinne, Unitus Investment Group (Moderator) 
 
 
 

Lalibela Salon I-II 



 

11:30 am to 1:00 p.m. Foreign Investor Protection 
This session will explore the current status of laws affecting foreign 
investments, the advantages and disadvantages of using 
international instruments in transactions, the risks and rewards of 
investing in an emerging economy and ways to advance investor 
protection to secure out-of-country investments. 
 
Neway Gebreab, Economic Advisor to the Prime Minister  
   of Ethiopia 
Tadesse Haile, State Minister of Trade & Industry 
Thina Siwendu, Siwendu & Partners, South Africa 
Frank Patalong, DLA Piper (Moderator) 
  

Lalibela Salon III (A-C) 

1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Luncheon with Keynote Speaker 
 
Fasil Nahoum, Legal Advisor to the Prime Minister of Ethiopia 
 

Lalibela Patio 

2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Concurrent Sessions 
 

 

 
 

Legal Infrastructure for Capital Formation in Private 
Enterprise 
This session will discuss the existing laws for establishing legal 
entities, sharing capital and decision making, while considering 
possible improvements, especially revision of the Commercial Code 
to encourage capital formation and promote entrepreneurial success. 
 
Seyoum Yohannes , Faculty of Law, Addis Ababa University 
Thina Siwendu, Siwendu & Partners, South Africa 
Teshome Beyene, Addis Ababa Chamber of Commerce  
   and Sectorial Associations 
Edwin M. Martin Jr., DLA Piper (Moderator) 
 

Lalibela Salon I-II 
 

 Taxation and Economic Development 
This session will explore the relationship between taxation and 
economic development, focusing on the challenges to tax 
administrators and foreign investors in developing economies and 
the relationship between foreign direct investment and resources 
devoted to tax administration. 
 
Tadesse Lencho, Faculty of Law, Addis Ababa University 
Riaan de Lange, Department of Economics, University of Pretoria 
Michael S. Lebovitz, DLA Piper (Moderator) 
 

Lalibela Salon III (A-C) 

4:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. Coffee Break 
 

Lalibela Prefunction I-II 

4:15 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Closing Session 
An overview of the day’s discussion and the goals suggested by the 
conference. 
 

Lalibela Salon I-II 
 

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Networking Event Lalibela Patio 
 


